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Michigan Student Financial Aid/Guidance Counselor Welcome
John M. Dunn
Oct. 30, 2009
Good morning, welcome to the campus of Western Michigan University. You've
come here to learn about the latest information on student financial aid and how you
can help the students in your high schools. I want you to know that financial aid,
scholarship assistance and finding ways to help families reduce the cost of a college
education are at the core of this university's work every day. I consider us partners in
building a well-educated work force for our state.
• Many of us, myself included, were able to accomplish what we have because of the
availability of financial assistance at a critical time in our educations. My ability to
begin my undergraduate career at Northern Illinois University, in fact, hinged on a
$300 county scholarship. Without that I might not be standing before you today. I
know the challenges facing families. But I've been an educator for some 35 years,
and I do not recall a time when this topic was as critical as it is today.
• As a university president, I try always to keep that foremost in my mind--to be
cognizant of the financial realities. I want to find ways not only to offer financial aid,
but to help students make the most efficient use of their time on campus--finishing in
four years, for instance--and in a way that allows them to fully reap the benefits of
university life. Those benefits are substantial.
• You won't be surprised if I use the benefits students find at Western Michigan
University as an example of the kinds of resources available to open the world to the
young people with whom you work. It is always my habit when speaking to a group
to make sure my audience knows the basics about Western Michigan University.
You'd be surprised at how often people tell me they know all about WMU--only to
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walk away in amazement after I tick off a few of the basics. So let's spend a few
moments doing that.
-First of all, I need to remind you that Western Michigan University is one of
fewer than 200 comprehensive national research universities. Only 139 of
those national research universities are public universities. Michigan is
fortunate to have five of them--Michigan State, Michigan Tech, Uof M--Ann
Arbor, Wayne State and Western Michigan University.
-Our university is also home to one of the nation's oldest collegiate honors
programs--the Lee Honors College--and students in that college have
credentials that equal or surpass those of student from the nation's most elite
private colleges.
-WMU has international stature in fields that range from aviation and
medieval studies to atomic physics, engineering management, graph theory,
geophysics, jazz studies and paper science--and more. And we have ties with
universities in locations around the globe. Our latest is with China's Beijing
Language and Culture University.
-WMU is one of only 101 public universities in the nation (new number PBK
just added another public) authorized to have it's own chapter of Phi Beta
Kappa, the oldest and most prestigious honor society in the nation.
-And nowhere will you find a more cosmopolitan community than the one
here in Kalamazoo on this campus. We have students from every county in
Michigan, every state in the nation and from nearly 90 other countries. Our
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students share their classrooms with students from rural Africa, Europe's
major cities, small town America and the world's major population centers.
• Those are the basic credentials we bring to the table. And there's one more. We've
kept our cost of attendance lower than all of the state's other research universities,
and lower than a number of schools that are far less complex and can offer students
fewer resources and opportunities. Students, of course, make their college decisions
based on a variety of factors, and we are always respectful of the decision they and
their families make. I do like to ensure that students and their counselors--you--have
all the pertinent information.
• There's something often overlooked when students select a college and I want to
encourage you to remind the students you mentor about the importance of place.
Every college or university is part of a larger community. Here at WMU, that place
is Kalamazoo. It's a community with a legacy of commitment to education and a
history of embracing the students who come here to study and making them feel at
home. I am continually struck by how many of our community leaders came here
first as students and stayed to build their lives here. Please encourage your students
to take that into account when they are visiting schools and making their decisions.
• I can go on at length about University and community life in general and Western
Michigan University, in particular, but I understand you have a full agenda, so let me
stop right here. Before you leave today, I hope you take time to tour the campus and
the community. Even if you're already familiar with us, I promise there are always
surprises in store if you look closely.
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• Thank you for taking the time to make sure you are well informed about financial
aid and are ready to help your students make college life a reality. I wish you an
informative and productive day. Thank you.
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